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“ BEHOLD I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT Joy ~“ 











ON THE DEATH OF MISSIONARIES 


To the Editor of the London Evangelical Magazine. 


Sir.—The columns of your Magazine have re 
peatedly called our attention to the death of our 
Missionary brethren, who had just entered on the 
toils of their stations, and who were affordirg 
great promise to the church of God. Indeed, a 
considerable number of Missionaries from the dif 
ferent Societies have died, soon afier they had eu- 
tered on their labors. 

This is certainly in itself a mysterious and dis 
heartening event: bu | apprehend at the same 
time, replete with instruction, ‘The late Rev. H. 
Scott published a Sermon to counteract the dis- 
courageinent of a similar dispensation. If you 
should be able to find room for the following ex- 


tract, it may be of great service to the sacred: 


Your’s, 

Puito-Gatus 

The text of the Sermon is, Acts xxii. 24, * But 
none of these things move me,” &c. From which 
the venerable preacher endeavors to show :— 

I. The views and principles of St. Paul, which 
led him to speak in this manner. 

If. To explain in this view the words of the 
text, as spoken from the abundance of the Apos- 
tle’s heart. 

If. ‘To apply these considerations to the spe 
cial occasion—to improve the mysterious provi 
dence of those being removed by death, who, out 
of zeal for the glory of God, and love to the pre- 
cions souls of perishing sinners, had devoted them 
selves to the service of Missionaries.—From this 
part only I furnish the extract. 

“The views and principles which have been 
considered, were not peculiar to the great Apostie 
of the Gentiles, but they were and are those of ev- 
ery true missionary, and of every true mivister. 

“Who can doubt but that Stephen, the firs 
martyr, could have adopted the words of the text? 
His brethren might thence, perhaps, have interred, 
that the Lord had some extensive and permanent 
work and labor of love, in which he purposed to 
employ his zealous servant. But in his unerring 
wisdom, he had determined ottrerwise. Stephen 
is brought forth to our notice as a man of almost 
angelic excellence, and yet, we find that his per- 
secutors were permitted to prevail agaist bun; 
avd death prevented that fuiuse usefulness for 
which he seemed so peculiarly qualified. He did 
well, that it was in his heart; but the Lord saw 
good to receive him to bimself without further Ja- 
bors or usefulness. James, the brother of John, 
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lowed to cut off James by the sword, but Peter 
was miraculously rescued from the persecutor’s 
power, and was spared to labor and suffer, and be 
extensively useful for much more than thirty 
years, when he calmly closed his course by the 
very torturing death which his Lord had endur- 
ed.’ 

In like manner, John the Baptist was in all res- 
pects a most eminent servant of God, and fitted 
for great usefulness, yet in the prime of his life, 
not more than 32 years of age, and after the pub- 
lic labors of not much more, as it is probable, than 
two or three years, his course was finished. On 
the other hand, John, the Apostle, though expos- 
ed to numerous persecutions and severe sufferings, 
lived and labored in the Gospel of Christ, proba- 
bly for more than 60 years after the ascension of 
his Lord, and at length, as it appears, he died in 
the ordinary course of nature, 

No new thing, my brethren, you perceive has 
taken place with us. Events of a similar nature 
occurred in ancient times; yet the servants of 
God, though they made lamentation for John the 
Baptist, for Stephen, and James, did now despond 
vr give up the cause of the gospel, as hopeless, or 
even discowaging. 

Moxiern times afford instances of a similar na- 
ture, Mr. Editor, Who that has ever read his 
journal, can help regretting that such a Missiona- 
ry as Brainard, in America, should die at the age 
of 312 Who can help rejoicing that the venerable 
Swartz was spared to labor wich great success for 
about half a century? Martin dies in the midst 
of his days; Carey is spared yet to carry on his 
lobors. 1 am of opimon, that no attempt has ever 
heen made to make the gospel of Christ known 
to those who sat in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, upon Christian principles, and ina right 
spirit, but some of the select instruments have 
speedily been taken away. 

* Mawy, perhaps, may be ready to think, It is a 
pity that this man engaged in the service ; had he 
ioreseen the event, he would not: but do you re- 
ally think that our deceased brother now repents 
of his having engaged as a Missionary ? Can you 
suppose that with bis present views, if be could 
retura to this earth, he would say, No, let who will 
be missionaries, I will not? Surely, then, you 
suppose he could not be able to adopt the words 
of the Apostle, ‘ None of these things move me; 
&e. 

“ But will not such events discourage those who 
have engaged, or who ought to engage, in the ser- 
vice of Missionaries? {i does not appear that the 
death of Stephen either damped the ardor of those 
who were then employed to preach the gospel, or 
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deterred others from entering in the same service. 
When Israel went forth to war, the priest was or- 
dered to proclaim, that the zowards might return 
home. If, then, these dispensations induce those 
who have engaged to examine more narrowly 
their motives, more deliberately to count their 

, aad more fully to make up their minds for 
all events in so glorious a cause; if they influence 
such as are Weliberating on the question, to inquire 
seriously whether they ought to engage or not, 
aod even determine some to decline a service for 
which they are not duly prepared at present, and 
to bring others to engage in it, with stronger faith, 
more ardent zeal, and. more entire resignation to 
the will of God, according to the spirit of our text, 
the consequences will by no oreans be unfavora- 
ble to the cause. And that such will be the effects 
of these dispensations we have every reasonable 
and scriptural ground fo expect.” 





DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE BIBLE AND THE 
SINNER. 


Thus saith the Lord of hosts, consider 
thy ways. Haggai, i. 5. 

Sinner. Iam not so bad as some others. 

B. They that measure themselves among 
themselves, are not wise. 2 Cor. x. 12. 

s. I I am not so bad as to go to Hell. 
B. The wicked shail be turned into Hell. 

x. 17. 

S. But God is merciful. 

B. The Lord is slow to anger, and great in 
power, and will not at all acquit the wicked. Nah. 
» 3. He will by no means clear the guilty. Ex. 
RXXiv. 7. 

S. Is there then no mercy for me ? 

B. Jesus saith Lam the way, no man cometh 
wnto the Father but by me. John xiv. 6. 1 Tim. 
ii. 5. There is none other name under Heaven 
given among men, whereby we musi be saved. 
—_ > 12. : 

hope I do some 1. 

B. There is none hee doeth good; no, not 
ene. Rom. iii. 12. 

S. Is every thing I do wicked ? 

B. Thou hast done evil as thou couldst. Jer. 
iii. 5. The ploughing of the wicked is sin. Prov. 
xxi. 4. Deut. xxi. 20, 

S. Lam sure | have some good thoughts. 

B. God is not in all bis thoughts. Ps. x. 4. 
God saw that the wickedness of man was great 
in eafth, and thei every imagination of the 

of his heart was only evil continually. 
Gen. vi. 5. Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, &c. Mark xxi. 22. Prov. xxiv. 6. 

S. H my heart be so wicked, what shall I do? 

B. Make you a new heart. Ezek. xviii. 31. 

S. 1 can’t. 

B. Give me thine heart. Prov. xxiii. They 
first gave their ownselves to the Lord, then of their 
gabstanee. 2 Cor. viii. 5. 

& IL try tobe honest and pay my debts. 

B. Christ js become of no effect unto you, 
whosoever of you are justified by the law. Gal. v. 


$, 4. 
What is the faw ? 


Bible. 


Ps. 


Ss. 


B. » Thou shah love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
mind, aud thy 
57. 


thy 
ueighbor as thyself. Matt. xxii 
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S. Surely [ have kept the law in some measure. 

B. Whosoever shall keep the law, and yet of- 
fend in one point is guilty of all. James ii. 10. 

S. But, did not Clirist do away the moral 
law ? 

B. Think net that I am come to destroy the 
law—I am not come to destroy but to fulfil. Matt. 
v.17. Cursed is every one that conttnueth not in 
all things written in the book of the law to do 
them. Gal. iii. 10. 

S. How then shall 1 be delivered from the carse 
of the law ? 

B. Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law. Gal. iii. 138. 

S. Will all then be saved ? 

B. He that believeth shall be saved, and he 
that believeth not shall be damned. Mark. xvi. 17. 

S. I do believe. 

B. The devils also believe and tremble. James 
ii. 9. 

S. How then shall [ go to work ? 

B. This is the work of God that ye believe on 
him whom he hath sent. John vi. 20. 

S. What is it to believe ? 

B. With the heart man believeth unto right- 
eousness. Rom. x, 10. . 

S. Ihave been trving to do my best. 

B. Without faith it is impossible to please him. 
Heb. xi. 6. 

S. Ihave been praying and reading my-Bi- 
ble, &c. 

53. He that turneth away his ear from hearing 
the law, even his prayer shall be abomination. 
Prov. xxviii. 9. 

S. Ought I not to pray. 

B. Men ought always to pray. Luke xviii. 1. 
I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting 
up holy hands without wrath and doubting. 1 Tin. 
ii. &, 

S. But will not God hear me if I pray the best 
I can, though I have not a new heart, and do not 
believe ? 

B. Whatsoever is not of Faith is Sin. Rom. 
xiv. 23. Ifl regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
will not hear me. Ps. Ixvi. 18. 

S. What must I do to be saved ? 

B. Bewieve onthe Lorp Jesus Cuaist and 
thou shalt be saved. Acts. xvi. 31. 

S. Is Christ able to save me? 

B. He is able to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by him. Heb. vii. 25. 

S. But I am so unworthy I am afraid he will 
not accept of me. 

B. Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise 
cast out. John vi. 37. 

S. Why then am I not saved? 

B._ Ye will not come to me that ye might have 
life. John v. 40. 

S. [think I am willing; I can’t believe that I 
am unwilling to come to Christ. 

B. He thay believeth not God, hath made him 
a liar; because he believeth not the record that 
God gave of his Son. And this is the record, that 
God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son. 1 John v. 10, 11. 

S. I will believe, but I can’t now. 

B. God now commandeth all men every where 
io repent. Acts. xvii. 30. : 

S. I must wait God’s time. 

B. The Holy Ghost saith Jo-Day, if ye will 
hear his voice harden not your hearts. Heb. iii. 7. 
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Behold now is the accepted time, behold now is the 
day of salvation. 2 Cor. vi 2 Come, for al! 
things are now ready. Luke xiv. 17. 

S. How can I come now ? 

B. Whosoever will, let him take the water of 
life freely. Rev. xxii. 17. 

S. If Lam spared I will try soon; perhaps to- 
morrow. 

B. Thon fool, this night thy soul shall be re- 
quired of thee. Luke xii. 20. Ye know not what 
shall be on the morrow, for what is your life? itis 
even a vapor. James iv. 14. 

S. What would you have me do? 

B. Be reconciled to God, 2 Cor, v. 20. 

S. But do I hate him ? 

B. The carnal mind i* enmity against God. 
Rom. viii. 7. Now they have both seen and hated 
both me and my Father. John xy. 24. 

S. [never thought | nated Goa. 

B. The heart,is deceitful above all things. 
Jer. xvii. 9 He that trusteth in his own heart, is 
a fool. Prov. xxvii. 26. 

S. Well, what must I do ? 

B. Repeut and believe the Gospel. Mark i. 
195. 
S. I can’t. 

B. Except ye repent, ye shali perish. Luke 
xiii. 3. He that believeth shall be saved, and he 
that believeth not shall be damned. Mark xvi. 16. 

S. Well, what can I do more? I have dune all 
I can. 

B. Ye shall find me when ye shall search for 
me with all your heart. Jer. xxix. 13. Let him 
take hold of my strength, tiat he may make peace 
with me; and he shall make peace with me, Isa. 
xxvii. 5. 

S. But may [be saved now ? 

B. WU thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt delieve in thine heart, thou 
shalt be saved. Rom. x. 9. 

S. Ido veheve with all my heart. 

B. Go thy way, and as thou hast believed, so 
be it done unto thee. Matt. viii. 13. Return to 
thine own house and show how great things God 
hath done unto thee. Luke viii. 39. Not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give glo- 
ry, for thy mercy, and for thy truth’s sake. Psalm 
Cav. 1. A Tracr. 





“AWAKE, THOU THAT SLEEPEST !” 


Almost all judicions commentators haye agreev 
that the Millennium, in the full and perfect sense. 
will begin at a period, not far from the year 2000. 
Christ referring, mediately at least, to this great 
event, says, “ Behold I come as a thief;” i. e. sud- 
denly, and sooner than the world willexpect. Bs 
this declaration we are taught, that the duration of 
the two last phials will be comparatively short; 
and that the dawn of the succeeding day will be 
earlier than mankind have been accustomed to be- 
lieve. But should we fasten upon the year 2000, 
as the period in which there shall be a complete 
accomplishment of the predictions concerning this 
wonderful event, how evidently is it necessary, 
that all the measures by which it is to be accom- 
plished, should be now formed, and immediately 
begin to operate. Should we, should all Protes- 
tant nations, awake out of our long sleep; and 
shake ourselves as mighty men; should we bring 
every heart and hand to this vast work ; should we 
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pursue it with a firmness which nothing gan daunt, 
and an ardor, which nothing can extinguish ; how 
uuinterrapted, how rapid, how successful must 
be our progress, in order to find its consummation 
at the date assigned! Think of the changes which 
have taken place: how numerous; how vast; how 
wonderful, and how evidently indispensable.— 
Think what it must be for so maay millions of the 
human race to yield up their false systems of Re 
ligion: systems, gross and rank with corruption ; 
hoary with the age-of many centuries; bound to 
the soul with the chains of bigotry ; and armed for 
their defence with the sword, the rack, and the fag- 
got. “Think what it must be for pride to bow ; for 
the iron heart of avarice to dissolve ; for ambition 
to To more ypor bloods ead for sensuality to 
wallow no longer in corruptiva. “Think what it 
must be for private and public crimes to be no 
more, for falsehood and fraud, injustice and cruel- 
ty, to fly from the thrones of princes, and the hab- 
itations of men. How amazing «must be the 
change, when the Romish cathedral, the mosque, 
aud the pagoda, shall not have one stone left upon 
another, which shall pot be thrown down: when 
the Popish, Mahommedan, Hindoo, and Chine- 
sian worlds shall be created anew ; and the voice 
of angels exclaim concerning each, ‘ Jehovah 
bless thee, O habitation of Justice, O mouptain 
f holiness ;? when a pestilential Simoon shall no 
longer waft decay and death over the moral wilds 
ot Afvica ; and the soul thronghont that vast conti- 
nent be illumined by the beams of the sun of 
Righteousness, and quickened with life from 
Heaven; when Europe shall no longer convert 
her wide domains into a stall of slaughter ; nor of- 
fer herself as a voluntary holocaust upon the altar 
of Moloch: and when the homan wolves, which 
have so long prowled around the American des- 
erts, shall assume the innocence and meekness of 
the lanb. What a transmutation must man have 
undergone, when there shall not be a tyrant nor a 
slave, not a jail nor a gibbet, not a dram-shop yor 
i brothel, not a lie nor a theft, from the rising of 
the sun to the going down of the same. How as- 
tonished must the earth be, how delighted the 
heavens, tu behold the Sabbath dawn with sereni- 
ty and peace upon Japan ; and moving slowly and 
solemuly round this great world, shed its evening 
Instre upon California ; and see the earth one yast 
altar, and the sky one magnificent temple of Jeho- 
vah, perfumed with incense, offered up by the im- 
mense congregation of man? Who does not dis- 
cern that the centuries which wil! expire before the 
specified date, will be a stinted period for the ac- 
complishment of such a work as this? Who will 
not rejoice and take courage, when he hears it 
proclaimed from heaven concerning this very 
work, “I, Jehovah, wil hasten if in ile time /” 
(Dr. Dwight. 





A Religious Newspaper, to accomplish its full meag 
ure of good, must be warmly supported; the friends 
of Christ must gather round it, consecrating it 
their prayers, and ministers of the gospel must receive 
and encourage it as a fellow laborer in the vineyard 
of the Lord. It is indeed a fellow laborer---one that 
will arouse no ri to their disadvantage, or sup- 
plant them in the a ions of the people. ic will go 
where even men of God are not permitted to enter ; 
and, by the sweet, moral influence of its pages, may 
induce many a cold heart to attend op the mipistr® 
tions of the house of God:-- Zion's Her. 
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$72 A Gospel Minister to every Parish, §c. 


A Gosprt Minister to every Parisn in 
rue Western District or THe STATE oF 
New-York. 


Ma. Eprror,—We live in an interesting peri- 
od and section of the church of Christ. Not only 
is our land destined to act mightily in the business 
of preaching the Gospel among all nations, and 
bringing in universally the kingdom of God; but 
our lot is cast where peculiar facilities exist to lead 
in this work. We join almost upon the borders of 
the pilgrims—are their natural descendants—are 
blessed by their pious usages, and are tanght by 
every law of association to catch the spirit which 
warms the hearts and stimulates the efforts of our 
brethren there of the preséhit day. We are alrea- 
dy populous, and are becoming wealthy. Qur 
soil ts proverbially rich ; and we have every advan- 
tage for the interchange of its productions, and 
the transactions of commerce; and we must not 
be last in the service of Zion’s King, in the fulfil- 
ment of all that is in bis heart, till the kingdom of 
God be fully come. 

This gospel effort, as enjoined by our Lord 
himself—* Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Gorre! to every creature,” now claims from 
the Christian church a prominent attention; but 

it must first be given to our home wants. They 
yet are many, and in circumstances to enlist our 
sympathies, and encourage our exeitions in their 
behalf. More than one hundred of our churches 
are destitute of ministers, or the stated dispensa- 
tion of the ordinances of the gospel; the most of 
which lie in fields of labor geographically large, 
and not thinly peopled, and where the whole time 
of a ministering servant of Christ might be profita 

bly expenced., Generally the state of religion and 
morals is low, where they are situated; and not 
much is done to honor God, and save the souls of 
men. They preserit the trath of the apostolic decla- 
ration, * How shall they believe on him of whom 
they have not heard; and how shall they hear with- 
outa preacher?” My présent object is to suggest 
some considerations exhibiting the importance of 
having these churches, and congregations, and 
missionary districts, where they are located, sup- 
plied with gospel ministers ; and I shall afterwards 
show what is needful to this end. 

1. In these destitute and needy churches are to 
be found sheep and lambs of Christ’s flock; and 
it is written, “Thou shalt not harden thy heart, 
nor shut thy hand from thy poor brother. Thou 
shalt surely give him, and thine heart shall not 
be grieved when thou givest him, because that for 
this thing the Lord thy God shall bless thee, in all 
thy works, and in all that thou pnttest thine hand 
woto. Thou shait open thy hand wide unto thy 
brother, tothy poor, and to eo needy in thy land.” 

the scattered disciples of the Lord, in 
these feeble churches, are at this moment willing, 
_as an almost uniform fact, to do much more for 
the encouragement of a preached gospel, than is 
done by their brethren in like circumstances, in 
the older and abler congregations. 

2, Seasonable aid to these churches, or to the 
ones, as mee wyatt oe with them, will 
goon pu beyond the n assistance from 
awed themselves. Assistance to the seeeetaaie 

seventy-five dollars each, for the first year, and 
this continued at a gradually reduced amount, 

fiom One to three or four years, would meet their 
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wants, and create the ability, and enlist the effort, 
by which they will in most cases, sustain them- 
selves thereafter. It will carry them through their 
minority. It will call out systematic effort among 
them, and habituaté themo it. It will, under 
the blessing of God, increase the amount of moral 
virtue and christian piety among them, and give 
them a taste for gospel ordinances, which will 
abide with them, when once formed. 

3. Aid now, will the sooner convert them unto 
auxiliary associations to help us in the same effort 
farther west and south. 1 have adopted the senti- 
ment, Mr. Editor, that all our land must be evan- 
gelized ; that religion, humanity, and the love of 
country, domand this; and the more coadjutors 
we have, and the sooner we have them, the better. 
The work will be lighter by the means, and more 
speedily accomplished, and the blessing of God be 
in all this heritage which he hath given us. 

4. The longer these hundred churches and up- 
wards, are left destitute, the more difficult it will be 
to raise them to the enjoyment of, gospel ordinances. 
They lie open to the ravages of depraving error, 
to the desecration of the Sabbath, and to the ig- 
norance and stupidity of unchristian communities. 
The wealth, the talent and enterprize that are in 
them, will be more estranged from the church of 
Christ ; and they will sink progressively down to- 
ward the degradation of those lands unblest with 
the gospei, and be removed farther away from the 
habit or wish of promoting the institations of reli- 
gion. For this reason, then, we ought not to de- 
lay. The work increases while we procrastinate. 
It compounds.on our hands, while we are irresolute 
about it. I know a congregation in qne of the 
fattest vallies of the western district, and where 
there is wealth enough, and too much, and embra- 
cing a large extent of territory, which this year is 
obliged to apply to the Home Society, for seventy- 
five dollars, to make the salary of a good minister 
up to three hundred dollars, which ten years ago 
could have raised twice that sum for the object 
among themselves. 

5. It is unsafe for our republican institutions, 
that any portion of our land should be left desti- 
tute of christian instruction. Religious obligation 
is the very basis and support of our government. 
The Bible, with its principles and morality, diffu- 
sed through all our borders, is our common safe- 
guaid. ‘Those that do not fear God, may not be 
trusted, and cannot testify in a court of justice, 
and are unsafe depositaries of that political power 
which is the birthright of every American citizen. 
Those not furnished with gospel instruction, will 
be peculiarly exposed to all that is corrupt in 
principle, and depraved in practice. Those wastes 
of Zion will become sinks of sin. They will be 
-political sores-in the land. They will be corrupt 
and corruptors, furnishing their full share of ten- 
ants for our penitentiaries and prisons—crowding 
our courts with litigation, and loading our country 
with expense. The gospel saves more than il 
costs, gmat have it freely supported, as it pro- 
motes every interest of sociely, and every object 
of “the social compact.” In respect to us, emi- 
nently it is true, that * Wisdom and knowledge” 
must be “the stability of our times, and strength 
of salvation. The fear of the Lord” must be 
“our treasure.” . 

6. My last constderation is, “ the worth of the 





soul,” and the glory of God, as cannected with its 
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salvation. In three hundred congregations are 
multitudes who are perishing for lack of knowl- 
edge, and without that application of the means 
of grace, which might shed the consolations of re- 
ligion around their death-beds, and prepare them, 
by the blessing of God, for the joys of the church 
triumphant above. While we wait, their proba- 
tion closes, and heaven is lost. Oh! let us wait 
no longer. Effort now terminating on them, will 
convert many sinners from the error of their ways 
—will save multitudes of sovls from death, from 
going down the broad road to the perdition of un- 
godly men. Will your readers compass this ob- 
ject, and think each for himself, t can Ido 
for it? when, in a subsequent number, it may be 
suggested what is needful, iv order to see so good- 
ly a sight as a hundred churches in our own im- 
mediate border, rising up from their desolations, 
clothing themselves in the garments of praise, and 
progressively joining in the work of crowning Je- 
sus king on his holy hill of Zion, and spreading 
the savor of his name in all the earth. 


West. Rec.) AMERICUS. 


DIRECTIONS FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


The following ‘‘ Directions” have been published by 
the managers of the “‘ Western Sunday School Un- 
ion,” N. ¥. and are appended to their annual Report. 


I. GENERAL MEASURES. 


When a Sunday School is to be organized, those 
who intend to engage in it should meet for the pur- 
pose of determining upon the measures to be employ- 
ed. 

1. Appoint a superintendent. 

2. Choose suitable persons for teachers. 

3. Books.—In classes capable of reading and com- 
mitting to memory, the Bible alone should be used: 
for smaller classes, the Sunday Schoel Spelling Book, 
Watts’ Child’s Catechism, &c. 

4. Lessons.—Those who study the Testament, 
should every Sabbath be required to recite a certain 
number of verses. This number should rarely ex- 
ceed ten or fifteen; and it should be committed, not 
upon the Sabbath, but during the week. Every 
scholar in each class, and every class which studies 
the Testament, should commit the same lesson. ‘The 
recitation of hymns is also a useful exercise. 

5. Receiving Scholars. —New scholars should be re- 
ceived in a formal manner. The Superintendent 
should introduce them to the school, inform them of 
their duties as members of it, and present them with 
the card of rules. 

6. Discipline.—Discipline, when necessary, should 
be exercised with tenderness, by exposing and re- 
proving the offender before the school. 

7. Library.—Every Sunday School should have a 
Library, and every scholar. be entitled to the use of it. 
The volumes should be numbered; the names of the 
scholars recorded in alphabetical order in a book kept 
for the purpose, and the numbers charged to those 
who take them. The library should be opened on a 
week day, rather than upon the Sabbath, unless the 
children are so scattered, that it is impracticable for 
them to attend. 

8. Rewards.—Premiums, as the reward of diligence 
and punctuality, are productive of dangerous effects. 
The approbation of the teacher, and such testimonies 
of affection as must flow from a warm and feeling 
heart, should in general be the only rewards bestowed 
in the Sunday School. 

9. Teachers’ Meeting.—The teachers should, where 
it is Convenient, have a weekly meeting, for their mu- 
tual benefit in interchanging views aod sentiments 
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upon the lesson for the ensuing Sabbath. The better 
plan where it is practicable, is, for them to be organi- 
zed into a Bible class, under the instruction of their 
pastor, or some other competent person. 

10. Public Examinations.—There should be public 
examinations of the school once in three or six mouths ; 
when the classes should be examined on their studies, 
the report of the preceding term presented, accompa- 
nied with an appropriate address; and a collectiog 
taken up for the benefit of the school. 

11. Concert of Prayer.—The second Monday eve- 
ning in every mouth, should be set apart by the teach- 
ers for the concert of prayer. On these occasions, 
the subject of copversation and of prayer should be 
a strictly te the camse of Sunday Scheols. 

2. School Room.—The school should, if possible, 
be held in a house near the place of worship, rather 
than in the meeting house itself. 

13. School in the winter.—The discontinuance of a 
Sunday School on the approach of winter, is an evil 
productive in most cases of unhappy effects. Schools 
should almost invariably be kept up during this sea- 
son of the year. 


Il. DUTIES OF THE SUPERINTENDENT. 


The Superintendent of a Sabbath School, as its ex- 
ecutive officer, should direct and manage its con- 
cerns. 

1. He should at the appointed time cause the school 
to be opened with prayer, and closed with singing or 
prayer. 

2. He should class the scholars, (from five to eight 
in a class,) and appoiat the teachers to the several 
classes-—-preserve order in the school, arranging the 
children as compactly as convenient--and keep @ 
book of records, containing the names of the teachers 
and scholars, with the time of admission, &c. 

3. He should close the exercises of every Sabbath, 
by calling the attention of the school to ‘the lesson 
which has been recited from the Testament. He 
should examine the scholars upon the saroe-~simply 
and briefly explain the terms employed, and the sen- 
timents contained in each verse, and endeavor to im- 
press upon the hearts of teachers and scholars some 
one leading sentiment of doctrine or duty contained 
in the lesson. 

4. He should, in concert with the teachers, devise 
and carry into effect measures for adyancing the in- 
terests of the school. 


Ill. DUTIES OF TEACHERS. 


1. Teachers should be punctual in their attendance 
at school. . 

2. They should not leave their classes during the, 
hours of school. 

3. They should critically examine the lesson for the 
day, and adapt their instructions to the capacity of 
their pupils. 

4. They should frequently visit the parents of their 
pupils, and evince to them at all times, that they feel 
interested for their children’s welfare. 

5. They shoulé faithfully and affectionately enforce 
truth upon the hearts and consciences of scholars—- 
especially to convince them of the necessity of repent- 
ance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

6. They should pursue their efforts with unwearied 
perseverance. 

7. And finally, if they wish that their labor should 
not be in vain, let them crown all their exertions with 
earnest and fervent prayer. 


7 In all the exercises of the school, it should be 
remembered that it is the Lord's Day. 


EXAMPLES OF SABBATH SCHOO], INSTRUCTION. 
Lesson----Matt. iii. )-—3. 





“In those days came John the Baptist preaching in 
the wilderness of Judea, and saying, repent ye for the 
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kingdom of heaven is at hand. For this is he that 
was spoken Of by the prophet Esnias, saying, The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 
by the Lotd, make his paths straight.” 

t the teacher direct all to look attentively on the 
lesson, while he goes over the verses read, asking ques- 
tions and answermg them himself, for the example of 
the class, as follows: 


Example First. 

Who came in those days? John the Baptist. What 
did he come doing? Preaching. Where? In the 
wilderness. What wilderness? The wilderness of 
Judea. In preaching what did he savy? Repent ye. 
Why repent ? Fore kes efh _c6onm ic at hand. 
What prophet spoke of this? The prophet Esaias. 


What did he say? The voice of one crying. Where - 
In the wilderness. Whatdiditcry’ Prepare ye the 
way. What way’ The way of the Lord. How 
should his paths be made? Straight. 

0 In the following examples, the teacher questions 
and the scholars answer: 


¢ Example Second. 


The evangelist who gives this record, says that 
John the Baptist came in those days. What did he 
do’ Preached in the wilderness of Judea. What 
was the subject of John’s preaching? Repent ye, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Whio is said to 
bave spoktn or prophesied of John? The prophet 
Esains. What are the words of that prophecy? The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness; Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 


: Example Third. 

Where did John the Baptist come preaching? In 
the wilderness of Judea. What did he say about the 
kingdom of heaven? It was at hand. And what 
should men do because it was athand! Repent. Who 
prophesied, saying-—-The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness? Esaias. 


- [9 Observe here, that the form of the questions is 
reversed. When the class. have gone through the 
foregoing exercises, they will be prepared fora more 
critical examination of the lesson; such, for iastance 
as the following :— 

Example Fourth. 

Who came in those days preaching in the wilder- 
vess? John the Baptist. What time did he com- 
mence his ministry? About 26 years after the birth 
of Christ. Why is he called the Baptist? Because 
he baptized. hat is a wilderness? It here means 
the country, in distinction from the city. What is 
meant by preaching! Delivering messages from God. 
Did Joba deliver a message trom God? He preach- 
ed repentance; and it is recorded in Acts, that ‘God 
commandeth all men every where to repent.”” Do 

know of any other preachers mentioned in the 
Scriptures? Jesus Christ preached that the king- 
dom of God was at hand; he preached the acceptable 
year ofthe Kerd; and be commanded his disciples. 
“Go preach the kingdom of God.” In Mark it is re- 
corded, “‘they went preaching every where.” 
do you read of in the Old Testament that preached ? 
ehemiah and the prophets at Jerusalem: Jonah, 

to whom God said, Go preach the preaching | told 
: Enoch, who preached concerning the judgment, 
saying, Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousand of 
his saints, &c. and Noah, who is called a preacher of 
righteousness. What did John mean by the kingdom 
of heaven being at hand? That Messiah or Christ 
was near, and about to set up his kingdom on the 
earth. What prophet told plainly that the kingdom 
of God should come about this time? Daniel, when 
interpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams, showed that 
in the days of the fourth kingdom of the earth, “ The 


Lord should set up his kingdom, of which there should 
be no end,” and that then the Messiah, or the Anoint- 
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ed, the King, should be cut off for the sins of his peo- 
ple. What does John mean by Repent? To be sor- 
ry for sin and forsake it, because itis displeasing to 
God. Who was John Baptist’s father? Zacharias. 
Who was his mother? Elizabeth, Who was-Zacha- 
rias? A priest of the course of Abia. Who was Eliz- 
abeth? A cousin of Mary the mother of Jesus. Who 
foretold the birth of John? Anangel called Gabriel, 
while Zacharias was burning incense in the temple. 
Why was he named John? The angel said, Thou 
shalt call his name John. What is John by interpre- 
tation? It means joy and gladness: The angel also 
said, Thou shalt have joy and gladness, and many 


shall rejoice at his birth. Whose son was the proph- 
et Esaias? The son of Amos. Who was king of Is- 


rael when he prophesied’ Uzziah. Why is he here 
called Esaias, and elsewhere Isaiah? The New Tes- 
tament was written in Greek, and the Old Testament 
in Hebrew; Isaiah is from the Hebrew name, and 
Esaias from the Greek. [Such changes of uames are 
frequent in the New Testament ; as Elias, for Elijah.] 
How did John prepare the way of Christ’ By inform- 
ing a wicked generation of his coming; by calling up- 
on them to consider the voice of the prophets concern- 
ing him, to repent of their sins, dwell in peace, and 
follow holiness. Can you tell how this is expressed 
by the prophet [saiah? ‘ Every valley shall be exal- 
ted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 
places plain. 

Having thus completed the examination of the les- 
son, the teacher should conclude with some plain 
practical instruction. 

In the foregoing examples is presented to view, a 
simple plan of biblical instruction. The principles on 
which it is founded have had the test of experience. 
The plan is of great utility, and is so easily under- 
stood, that every teacher of moderate abilities, who, 
with a suitable zeal, prepares for the Sabbath day 
lessons of his class, may readily reduce it to practice. 
It is obvious, however, that the teacher must himself 
be a student. Otherwise, those high and holy obliga- 
tions resting upon him can never be discharged. His 
duty is hot merely to hear recitations; he must unfold 
and elucidate the word of God; he must explore the 
sacred volume, to discover its hidden treasures; he 
must ‘‘ bring beaten oil into the sanctuary.”’ Children 
in the sabbath school are too often indifferent, rather 
than interested ; and too often interested rainer than 
instructed. It is an easy thing for the teacher to evade 
his duty ; to beguile th» hour which should be devoted 
to instruction ; to trifle with the word of God, and the 
immortal destinies of his pupils. 

But to communicate instruction, is not the only ob- 
ject of the sunday school. Had we no higher end in 
view than this, there would be little need of those 
prayers and tears which the faithful teacher is con- 
strained daily to offer before God, in behalf of those 
committed to his charge. Nor has the sunday school 
for its prime objoct, to make children docile and obe- 
dient, or to raise up a community of worthy and intel- 
ligent citizens. Its claims are of a still higher charac- 
ter. Its eye is directed to immortality, and all its in- 
structions and éxercises should be made to bear with 
weight upon the one great object, the salvation of the 
immortal soul. In this object every other is lost. This 
unattained, the children may indeed be made wise and 
intelligent; may have an evlarged and discrimina- 
ting view of the word of God; be fitied for the vari- 
ous duties of social life ; perhaps for sound statesmen, 
or devoted patriots:—but what avails it all in the 
scale which dectdes for eternity ! 

Teachers then, must not only be diligent in commu- 
nicating instruction to their pupils, they must strive to 
direct the truth to the heart and the conscience, and 
be deeply solicitous to give it a permanent impres- 
sion, “ Sanctify them through thy truth,” prayed our 





Lord for his disciples. So prays the faithful teacher 
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in the sabbath school; and while he is unremitting in 

his exertions for the salvation of his pupils, he com- 

mends all his labors to God, remeurbering that “‘ Ex- 

pact 4 Lord build the house, they labor in vain who 
#.”’ 





‘PASTORAL ADDRESS. 


We copy from the Christinn Mirror, the following Pasto- 
ral Address to the Churches connected with the Lin- 
coln County Conference. The appeal is equally ap- 
plicable to every luke-warm church or individual. 


Professing to be one in Christ Jesus, we have associated 
together, brethren, for muwal improvement. We utterly 
disclaim having any party views to promote, any locul 
luterest to serve. e edification and spiritual pr ity 
of the whole fraternity is our sole object. In promoting 
this object, we, your spiritual watchmen, with aflectionate 
solicitude, inquire of each Church ia our connection, “ Is 
it well with thee.” Not that we assume the authority of 
Censors ; but we desire to be mace particularly acquaint- 
ed with your state; that we may weep with those tbat 
weep,and rejoice with those that rejoice ; that we may em- 
ploy our humble efforts, to strengthen the weak, to encour- 
age ihe desponding, and to provoke all to love and gotd 
works. 

Iu reply to our interrogations on the subject, yon say, 
as appears by the report of your Committee ; we are, 
with few exceptions, in a low and languishing state. 
While there is no special change iv regard to the public 
worship of God on the Sabbath, private meetings are 
much neglected. The monthly Concert, although gene- 
rally observed, calls together only a small part even of 
those, who profess to prefer Jerusalem above their chief 
jey! Our Sabbath Schools are too generally declining in 
interest and influence ; and our Bible Classes, witha few 
pleasing exceptions, are struggling for existence. 

One of our Churches, we desire to acknowledge with 
devout gratitude to the holy King of Zion, has enjoyed a 
srecious revival; and in two others, we are rejoiced to 
rear there are encouraging appearances. 

_ From every other quarter, you send us the melancholy 
tidings, there has been ne revival, no special attention, 
and véry few additions of new members to our charches. 
Christians, while lamenting their state, bave enerally 
continued to slumber ; and sinuers, by the worldly spirit 
of God's covenant people, have been encouraged to feel 
greater security and boldness in the way of transgres- 
sion. 

From the destitute churches connected with this con- 
ference, we learn, that they have all lived another year, 
without the pleasure of be 1olding him, whom they may 
call their Pastor ; without the stated ordinances of the 
Gospel, and (affecting consideration,) without having 
made any oupmtant advances, towards a permanent en- 
jyoyment ol religious privileges. 

This, biethren, is a general, but imperfect history of 
our Zion. Imperfect as it is, a picture of spiritual de- 
clension is exhibited, which should deeply affect every 
benevolent heart. And who feels the subject, as all the 
friends of Chrtst are reasonably expected to feel? Alas, 
brethren, among the most painful indications of the low 
state of religion in our churches, is an alarming i nsensi- 
bility to the progress, which the disease has already made, 
and to its present threatening aspect. While the lan- 
guage of emptimess and poverty is adopted in our confes- 
sions, do we not, in practice, too nearly resemble those, , 
who said : “ we are rich, increased in goods, and in need; 
of nothing.” While some of our churches are, through 
infinite merey, permitted to take their long neglected 
harps from the willows and praise the Lord for the effu- 
sion of his Spirit—the melancholy fact must be admitted, 
in regard to a considerable majority, that God has to an 
alarming exten:, departed from us. And if we are not 
sufficiently awake to the subject, to notice and deeply 
lament tus absence, this of itself confirms the fact, and 
renders our declining state the more deplorable. 

_ Bot if the Spirit of God has withdrawa his quickening 
influences, there must be acause. And what Christian, 
feeling any solicitude for the honor of God, the prosperity 
of the Receemer’s kingdom, or the salyation of sinners, 
does not e -nestly desire to know the cause, and, if pos- 
sible, apply an effectua) remedy ? The Holy Spirit has 
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churches, aod so long withheld his reviving influences, 
The cause is, ly, our sins. “The arm of Jeho- 
vah is aot that he cannot save, vor is bis ear 
heavy that he cannot hear; but our iniguities have 
muted between him and us, our sins have hid his face 
from us.’ Delightiog as he does in the prayers of his 
people and in the salvation of sin be cannot refuse 
to hear anc save, without haying received t provoca- 
tion. ‘Does it not, then become us to enquire ; wherein 
we have transgressed !’ This, if we would make any 
attempt to return unto the Lord, is a first and most umpe- 
rious duty. If we would successfully deprecate the wrath 
of our offended Sovereign, and seek bis recovering grace, 
we must know, why he is angry. 

To assist you in the investigation, permit us to ask, 
with brotherly affection ; have you not, to an affecting 
degree, lost the love of your espousals to Christ? Do 


}yeerwet find yourselves str. that glow of ardent 
gratitude and love to RRS which gece an- 
imated your countenances, and gave an air of liar 
delight to every duty of life? Does not the sale Chas 
of prayer too frequently mourn your absence, or blush to 
witness the hasty spiritless devotions, by whichthe Majes- 
ty of Heaven is insulted, when you are present? Do you 
not, without sufficient reasons, neglect the sociel meeting, 
which is especially designed to edily and quicken the dis 
ciples of Christ? Do you net, now, listen to excuses, 
for the neglect of this and other important duties, which, 
once, would have bad no influence? Do you relish,as 
faymerly, the conversation of the spiritual and heavenly 
minded Christian, receive his faithful admonitions, as 
gratefully. Or do you cautionsly avoid his society and 
endeavour to blant the point of his reproof by accusiag 
him, of censoriousness and bigotry? Do you not occa- 
sionally, not to say habitually, neglect to reprove your 
brethren, lest they should repel the reproof, with “ Phy- 
sician heal thyself’—neglect to recommend religion ar 
the one thing needful to sinners, fram a consciousness that 
your general spirit and practice are at variance with this 
sentiment ? hen awakened to some remorse of con- 
science in view of your spiritual declensiows, do you not 
endeavour to excuse yourselves, on the ground that the 
same luke-warm spirit, very generally prevails im_ the 
Charch ; or to substitute an onmeaning confession of the 
sin, in the presence of vour bretbren, fordeep bumiliation 
and penitence before God ? 

Have you not openly, and with alarming uniformit 
vialated the precept “ Be not conformed to this world ? 
Have you not, in your intercourse with the world, imbi- 
bed their selfish, scheming, temporizing spirit, adopted 
their maxims, and apparently forgotten that you are 
Christians? As this, at the present day, is the clace of 
peculiar danger do be faithful, brethren, and eudeavour 
to ascertain, where you stand? What have you done, 
what are you doing for Christ? Has not the spirit o 
God reason to be grieved, when He sees how little self- 
denial you are willing to submit to, bow little zeal you 
manifest to promote the glory of his kingdom ?—Yes 
brethren—when He sees how many, who profess to have 
imbibed the spirit of the benevolent Jesus ave owtdone by 
the amiable, * children of this world,” in deeds of char- 
ity and general benevolence ! 

If these questions, Christian brethren, have any real 
application to a majority of the members of charches, 
you will, at once, perceive, that the Holy Spirk bas aot 
forsaken us without sufficient reason. 

But the whole of this painful subject has not been in- 
vestigated. Other evils connected with these, and in 
part, at least, resulting from them, may be presumed to 
exist. If the tone of piety is as low as has been suppo- 
sed‘ if individual members have swerved so far from the 
straight line of Christian duty ; it may be presumed, that 
the exterior order of our churches is not according to the 
perfect model, which we have received. Is wo one suf- 
fered to walk disorderly, by violating his covenant én- 
gagement, by neglecting the ordinances of God's house ? 
Does the Church faithfully maintain her discipline in the 
Spirit of Christ and according to the rute which he bas 
given? Do none of her members practically despise the 
holy ordinanee of baptism and that saored Covenant, of 
which it is the apnointed seu). Do none ocgtect the daty 
of family prayer’ Are none openly guilty of the sin 
Eli, whose child:en made themselves vile, and’ he re- 
strained them wot? Are our churelies duly wetchfal, in 
regard to the violation of these and similar covenant en- 
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when they goastray. Isa Ching ofeciey done, is any 
thing attempted, by them to check that worldly spirit, which 
threatens to exterminate everv thing vital in religion from 
our beloved Zion ? If not, we need proceed no farther 
in our enquiries. An adequate cause is discovered. 
Our charches are known to be defiled by sin and we 
adopt no effectua) measures for their cleafising. For this, 
the Lord is angry with us and, in jndgment, he has taken 
his Holy Spirit from us. Other portions of our state are 
blessed with animating revivals of religion, and Christ- 
ians are coming up with zeal to the help of the Lord, 
while we, with the exceptions, which have already been 
named, and which we would not fora moment forget, 
are languishing and ready to die. The clouds of heaven 
are black with temporal judgments, but they have no appa- 
rent effect, either in humbling and quickening the chil- 
dren of God, or in awakening the impenitent. The 
gloominess of spiritual death broods over us, aml we 
scarcely deprecate it as a serious evil.—And are we for- 
ever to remain in this melancholy condition? Does our 
case admit of ne remedy ? “ Will the Lord cast off for- 


" ever? And will he be favorable no more? Is his mercy 
clean gone forever? Doth his promise fail forever 
more?” 


There is a remedy, brethren, completely efficacious 
If we have wandered from God, we must immediately re- 
turn .—* Return onto me saith the Lord of Hosts,”’ to 
his people of old, “ and I will return unto thee.” The 
promise is absolute and will most certainly be fulfilled to 
those, who comply with the condition. Similar promises. 
made on the same condition, abound in the oracles of 
God. But, do you ask: “ Wherein shail we return?” 
This question, brethren, carries yuo, directly back to the 
enquiry, which has already heen made : Wherein have 
you transgressed ?—If, by neglecting the duties of the 
eloset, and other appropriate means of spiritual improve- 
ment, by entangling yourselves in the cares of the world, 
of indulging known sin, you have grieved away the Spirit 
of God from your own hearts, herein you are to retarn. 
If, by neglecting the public ordinances of religion, by 
suffering sin upon a her, whom you ought more care- 
fuliy'to have watched, more faithfully reproved, or more 
energetically disciplined, youn have grieved the Holy 
Spirit from the Church, herein you are required to return. 
These specifications are made, not as exhibiting all the 
ways iu which the people of God may be supposed to have 
transgressed ; but to assist you in making a more thor. 
ough examination. Every heart knows its own sins, and 
every church its own wanderings from the right way of 
the , better than strangers. In general, therefore, 
whatever defiles the spirit or deforms the character of 
the individual Christian ; whatever deranges the order, 
or marsthe beauty of the charch, should be immediately 
reformed. You are required to turn unto the Lord not 
“ feignedly,” but “ with the whole heart.” A change of 
the outward deportment, where the heart is not supremely 
engaged will answer no valuable purpose. The infinite 
Jehovah has been too frequently insulted by hypocritical 
services. If your return untothe Lord is sincere, your 
godly sorrow for past offences, will be as deep and abiding 
as your reformatjon is entire, 
exhorted, then, to awakento your duty. We would 
call upon you, in the language of affectionate intreaty, 
’ Christian brethren, awake out of sleep !—Say to 
your companions, as you meet them : “ Come, and let us 
return unto the > for he hath torn and he will heal 
us ; He hath smitten and he will bind us up.” * We have 
already wandered too long and too far from him. Let us 
immediately reiurn in the spirit of him who said: “ Fa- 
ther, I have sinned against heaven and before thee, and 
&m no more worthy to be called thy son, &c.” 

Oh, brethzen, a fearful responsibility rests upon the dis- 
ciples of Christ. “ Ve are the salt of the earth ;” “ Ve 
are the light of the world,” are declarations of high im- 
port. We shall never know, until the light of eternity 
discloses it, all which they imply. But that they demand 
of us the constant exemplification of ardent, active, ond 
consistent piety cannot be questioned. If this is our char- 
acter, we honor our profession, we are doing what we 
can, to convince the world of the truth, to preserve them 
from the corrupting influence of sin, and to prepare them 
for the purity and immortality of heaven. Io proportion 
as we depart from this high standard of moral excellence, 
we lend the influence of our example to weaken the 
hands and the efforts of more active Chris- 


tians, to strengthen the forees of the wicked, to corrupt 
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the world aad destroy the soulsof men! Dear brethren ; 
permit us only to ask; which of these characters do you 
now sustain? What may the impenitent world, from 
your example, reasonably infer respecting Christ and his 
religion? Think of Him, to whow you owe all your 
hopes for eternity and ask yourselves: am I faithfully 
devoted to his glory ? 





STATE OF RELIGION IN NEW JERSEY. 


Extract from the Narrative exhibited to the Synod 
of New Jersey, in October. 

But with peculiar satisfaction does this Synod 
record the favors of the Lord conferred on the 
Theological Seminary at Princeton, under the 
care of the General Assembly. ‘This institution is 
the child of-the Presbyterian Church—it is the 
fountain whence issue the streams that are most 
largely and most widely to water the thirsty re- 
gions of our extensive country. Never was this 
institution in a more flonrishing state: more than 
100 students have been in attendance on its privi- 
leges during the past year ; and of these, 24 have 
this autumn received from the faculty a regular 
diploma, awarded to those only who have attended 
on the whole course of study required by its laws ; 
—a number greater by two-thirds than in any for- 
mer year. It is also greatly to the credit of the 
stadents that they have during the last year con- 
tinued actively and zealously engaged in promo- 
ting the growth of piety and the instruction of the 
voung in Satsbath schools throughout the surroun- 
ding country. And with gratitude do the Synod 
learn that a fresh impulse has been given tothe 
missionary spirit among the theological students, 
by theit intercourse with the late Guy Chew, an 
Indian youth of the Tuscarora tribe, who died in 
the vicinity ; and moe especially by the perusal of 
the animated appeal of the lamented Gordon 
Hall, on behalf of dying millions of degraded hea- 
then. The Svnod ea:nestly recommend this sem- 
inary to the fervent prayers and the fostering care 
of their churches, 

But amid these manifold tokens of the Divine 
goodness, we would commemorate with feelings 
of the warmest gratitude, the effusions of the Holy 
Spirit which have been enjoyed during the .past 
year. Inthe Presbytery of New Branswick,— 
Cranbury had been visited with gentle dews of 
grace. Inthe Presbytery of Newton, the congre- 
gations of Hardwick, Sti!lwater, and Marksbo- 
rough, a refreshing season has been enjoyed,—and 
60 have been added to those churches : appearan- 
ces still continue interesting. Inthe Presbytery of 
Newark, the three churches in Newark, the 
churches at Orange, Bloomfield, New-Foundland, 
Wantage, and New Milford, where during the 
preceding year sevivals prevailed, have been suf- 
fered to reap little more than the gleanings of the 
harvest. In some churches of the Presbyteries of 
Elizabethtown and Susquehannah, the spirit has 
been largely sent down, and wonders of divine 
grace have been wrought. In the congregations 
of Westfield and Springfield, belonging to the 
Presbytery of Elizabethtown, although the special 
influences of the Spirit seem almost withdrawn, 
yet the converts recently made, continue stead fast- 
ly to adorn the Gospel. 

In the Ist church, Chatham, the dews of divine 
grace have descended, the church has been consid- 
erably enlarged, her former members have been 





a to new diligence and new fervor, and 
they continue still to edify one another in leve. 
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Inthe two churches, Elizabethtown, the Spirit’s in- 
fluence has been largely felt. In the second 
church 30 have been already received as fruits of 
this work, and more are yet expected. In the Ist 
church indications of a revival were first perceived 
about the beginning of December last, on the day 
of fasting appointed by the Synod. It quickly 
spread through every partof the congregation, 
and chiefly among the voung. As many as 300 
have been known to attend at once on the meeting 
for inquirers ; 125 have been added to the church, 
of whom 23 are heads of families, and 44 are young 
minen ; of these 4 have commenced a course of prep- 
aration for. the gospel ministry, A number in the 
congregation sull remain anxious. Ft is deserving 
of particular notice, that of these converts about 
80 were members of Bible Classes. And in the 
second church of Newark also, of a Bible Class 
which three years ago did not probably number a 
quarter of its members among the pious, now about 
two-thirds are professors of religion. 

In the Presbytery of Susquehannah, which ex- 
tends over a wide and desolate region, and includes 
sixteen destitute churches, seven or eight of which 
are in the single county of Bradford,—the Holy 
Spirit has been imparted, and has wrought a salu- 
tary change in the moral aspect of some parts of 
the country. In the congregations of Walksbarre 
and Kingston, a work of grace has been carried on, 
which has already resulied in the addition of fifty 
to the church of Wilksbarre, and twenty-five to 
that at Kingston, nor is the good work suspended. 

At Montrose, during the last summer, a similar 
work of grace has prevailed, and thirty have been 
added to the church; others are still expected. 
At New Milford, a church consisting of twenty 
members has been recently orgamzed. At Dun- 
daff, a small church organized w April, 1825, with 
eight members, now numbers tweuy five. At 
Lawsviile, Harford, Gibson, Silver Lake, Snake 
Creek, and various other stations in that hitherto 
destitute region, 4 few setticd ministers, aided by 
missionaries employed by the New-Jersey Mis- 
sionary Society, have been laboring—the blessing 
of the Lord has beew poured out, and the most in- 
teresting appearances still continue ; appearnces 
which call loudly for the prayers aud the charities 
of the church, that the gospel standatd may here 
be firmly planted, and temples reared for the liv- 
ing God, 





WEST INDIES. 

Wegro Slavery.-The following very affecting 
circumstance is related in a letter from S. G.a 
Minister of the Society of Friends, addressed to 
his wife, from —— . 
A physician, a man of a tender spirit, who at- 
tended one or two of the meetings for worship, 
held by S. G. in that land, and with whose compa- 
ny he was pleased, said, that he was sent for by a 
slave-holder, to visit one of his negroes; he found 
the poor patient stretched on a little straw placed 
on a plank, and covered by a blanket: his pulse 
seemed throbbing its last, and he too much exhaus- 
ted to utter any complaint; the master had fol- 
lowed the physician, and began to curse and swear 
at the dying man, telling him that as soon as he 
recovered, he should be severely flogged for hav- 
ing, by his own folly, caught his sickness by at- 
tending vight meetings. He was proceeding in 
his violent language, when the physician checked 
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his rage, by informing him that the poor fellow 
could not live many minutes. The master was si- 
lent, when the dying slave, collecting the small re- 
mains of his strength by a last effort, said, “ Glory 
be to thee, O my God! who art now taking my 
soul to thyself, having redeemed it,”—and instant- 
ly expired.— Evan. Mag. 





FATHERLESS AND WIDOW’S SOCIETY. 


An able sermon was preached before this Socie- 
ty by the Rev. Mr. Cleaveland, in Park-street, tast 
Sabbath evening. From the sudden vicissitudes 
of forture in a populous city, the distress which is 
often caused by the bereaving stroke of death, and 
(Ne appranch of the-sovertst seasun of the year, 
this call of charity came home with a deep inter- 
est to the hearts of the benevolent. The sabject 
of the discourse was the perpetuity and increase of 
the kingdom of Christ. It was an animating pro- 
duction ; and was concluded by a direct appeal to 
the overflowing audience in behalf of the so: iety. 
A striking fact from the report of the trustees of 
this charity, was related by the speaker, and held 
the audience in breathless silence. It was, in sub- 
stance, that one of those generous ladies, who ex- 
plore the cheerless retreats of poverty in this city, 
to relieve distress by imparting the alms of this so- 
ciety ; entered, not one of the splendid palaces of 
the metropolis, but a low, dark, damp cellar ; where 
she found a widow in great destitution and distress. 
Among other questions, she enquired if she was 
entirely alone—if she had no children. The wo- 
mau of sorrows led her—not to an airy commodi- 
ous bed chamber—but to an entirely dark wretch- 
ed cluset, in the wall of the cellar, and reached 
from thence a child so weak “and emaciated by 
hunger and sickness, that the kind benefactress 
dared not take it in her arnes lest its little bones 
should separate and fall in pieces by the pressure 
of her bands. ; 

The speaker mentioned that the sams generally 
expended anunally by this society in the relief of 
suffering, had been about six hundred dollars. Tt 
is not wonderful, when so sinall a sum has been 
put into the hand of these benevolent ladies, that 
with aching hearts they have been obliged to pass 
by cases of great need without offering relief, 

[Zion's Her. 

A paper printed at Warren, Ohio, furnishes a re- 
ceipe to pay for, ant take some valuable News- 
papers, It is thus expressed : 

“ Let each family who are in the habit of drivk- 
ing spirituous liquors every day, deny themselves 
only one gill a day, and lay out the amonnt to 
purchase a newspaper, or some other useful pub- 
lication, and the thing may be accomplished with 
ease. This quantity at 27 cents per gallon, wilt 
produce $3 08. No one of the family will be in- 
jured by a small self-denial ; but probably every 
imdividual will be essentially benefitted by it. Pa- 
rents and children, will be ofien gratified by the 
information they receive; many precious hours 
willthus be saved which otherwise would have 
been worse than lost. The younger members of 
the family will acquire a habit of reading, which 
will probably be a benefit to them as long as they 
live: more property will be saved, and more earn- 
ed. Picase to try the experiment, and make re- 





port of your suecess at the end of the year.” 
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MORAL TENDENCY OF LOTTERIES. 


The course pursued by the State of Vermont rela- 
tive to lotteries, is highly commendable. The Gov- 
ernor, in his late message to the Legislature, says : 

“For more thantwenty years past the legisla- 
ture of this state has auiformly manifested its dis- 
approbation of raisivg mouey by loueries for any 
purpose whatever. Last session, large suis were 
offered for the privilege of selling \ickets, and draw- 


ing lotteries ip this Srace: boape wrwry yt vposttion of 
the kind was rejected, and it is believed the great 


body of our citizens are in sentiment opposed to 
raising money that way ; indeed, the principles of 
morality in Vermont must suffer a sad decline, be- 
fore this species of gambling wili be sanctioned by 
the govermment, or approved by the people.” 

The practice of lottery gambling bas assumed an 
alarming aspect in this state. And not from any 
change in the public sentiment, we believe, with re- 
gard to the nature aud character of the practice, uor 
from any great depreciation in the morals of the state. 
We believe that with that part of the community with 
whom what little morality we have resides; with 
those who were ever in the habit of esteeming one 
habit more pernicious than another, lottery gambling 
stands in no higher repute than formeriy. How, 
then, came the practice to be admitted to the extent 
that it now is, unless through some vew and wide 
gaps in the public morals?) We answer through the 
treachery and neglect of those who should have been 
at their posts to guard the old ones. Some of our 
good rulers, forsooth, who did not know the sense, 
have taken such a fright at the sound of the word **il- 
liberality,” that they have been ready to exchange it 
for almost any thing. But call that by whatsoever 
name you please, which has made littl Connecticut 
to retain more of her primitive “ steady habits” and 
virtue than the greatest states in the unvien, and 
through good and evil report | will adhere to it, as to 
my owe good name. Whio are these that have fright- 
ened or persuaded our legislators out of their fidelity 
and better reason! Let the friends and advocates of 
lottery licenses step forward, and offer for them one 
argument, or one excuse, other than their own dear 
interests. 

Lotteries, we shall maintain, are gambling iustitu- 
tions; and like them promote immorality, poverty, 
idleness, discontent and misery. 

They are a game of chauce, by which money is 
won or lost without a consideration or equivalent; 
and won or lost always against the consent and inten, 
tion of one of the parties. This is the very essence 
of gambling. Like all other species of gamiug too, 
it has its fOundation and support in the wants of the 
needy, the false hopes and weakness of credulous 
men, and the pureuzy of the desperate. 

But some luve not eyes to see immorality in gam- 
bling. There is no crime, it is said, in staking at play 
that which is one’s own; or winning that which anotb- 
er coneenis to part with. So it may be said, in sui- 





cide, of a felo-de-se; or of murder ina duel. But 
the position is not true. No man sits down at play 
with an intention of losing, or with any thing that 
can be likened to consent; unless it be the sileace of 
stifled disappointment. 

But such are not our eyes. The immorality of the 
practice is to our minds beyond controversy ; though 
not at first blush glaring. Every man is under a mo- 
ral obligation to use his substance in the manner 
which shall effect the most good: and as to that of 
his neighbor, to do as he would have others do to bim. 
Though our gamesters stride a land that is free and 
independent, and of right ought to be, they cannot 
stride from under this bondage, which commands a 
proper use of the things entrusted to us. 

But for the immorality of the practice we refer to 
its history, and the character of its devotees, and to 
the state of morals in the neighborhood where it-is 
admitted. Is the atmosphere of disappointed cupidi- 
ty, and rancorous revenge ; of exulting success and 
reckless despair, deceit and distrust, is this an atmos- 
phere in which morality can breathe and find ali- 
ment? Or is it the legitimate school of base passions, 
oaths and blasphemy ?~ 

With what alacrity do.we lash our own faults whed 
we find them on the backs of others. A late states 
ment of the enormity of gambling, as it exists in our 
Babylon of crime and iniquity, the city of New Or- 
leans, has passed the round of news; the monies 
staked, and amounts paid in to the revenue for licen- 
ses and taxes, together with a general epitome of the 
accompanying state of morals: It was gratifying to 
see the alacrity with which every good editor of a 
newspaper, avd every good reader, joined in the 
ejaculation, “enter not my soul into the secrets of 
their hearts, and to their assembly, mine honor, be 
thou not united!” But we had hardly courage enough 
to join in the hue and cry, from reflecting how a par- 
agraph upon our own lottery licenses would look by 
the side of it. Point us out the distinction between 
the deal of a bundle of tickets, and a pack of cards; 
or between the whirl of the lottery wheel, and the 
E O table. And shall the licenses of such éstab- 
lishments be found among the items of the pub- 
lic revenue. Adversity, and misfortune, and dishon- 
or must ever attend the hands which hold monies thus 
wrongfully assessed. It is not the price of blood, it is 
true, but it is the price of the deluded hopes, the so- 
ber contentment, and happiness and iudustry of many 
a credulous but good citizen. 


BISHOP HOBART AND THE HIGH CHURCH. 

It seems that the Bishop of New-York, in a late 
tour through the western part of the state, for 
the purpose of confirming and baptizing or regen- 
erating his people, has advanced and advocated senti- 
ments that some have been bol enough to call Aere- 
sy. ‘There is abundant proof that he advanced and 
maintained the following doctrine ; 

“ YouR DEPRAVITY iS NOT YOUR CRIME, but your 
MISFORTUNE.” 

“ BAPTISM BY WATER, is the SCRIPTURAL REGENER~ 
ATION; and CONFIRMATION OF IT, by the SAME HAND9, 
the SANCTIFICATION OF THE souL!” 
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The Editor of the Western Recorder says---‘‘ Who 
would have thought it possible for the enlightened 
Bishop of New-York to advance such monstrous seo- 
timents as these ?"’ and hopes it may prove a mistake. 
We are not surprised that the good people of New- 
York should be alarmed at such worse than Popish 
doctrines, but we are surprised that these sentiments 
of Bishop Hobart’s should be new to the enlightened 
Editor of the Recorder, or that any should be igno- 
rant of them, who are so happy as to have their lines 
cast under the watch and care of a Bishop, who pos- 
sesses the divine righ! of regenerating their souls. 

The same sentiments were advanced by Bishop He- 
bart, and published to the world, more than ten years 
ago, iv his Sermon on Confirmation, and also in his 
Companion to the Altar. That we need not be char- 
ged with misrepresentation, we give the following ex- 
tracts in the Bishop’s own words :— 


‘* In the sacrament of baptism, we are taken from 
the world, where we had no title to the favour of God, 
and placed in a state of salvation in the Christian 
Church ; where on the conditions of true repentance 
and faith, we enjoy a title to all the blessings and 
privileges of the Gospel covenant. In this sense as 
it respects a change of state, baptized persons are re- 

enerated.” Serm. on Confirm. New-York, 1816, p. 

6. 

“ Into this church, the “ body” which derives life, 
strength and salvation from Christ its head, baptism 
Was instituted as the sacred rite of admission. In this 
regenerating ordinance fallen man is bora again from 
a state of condemnation into a state of grace: he 
obtains a title to the presence of the Holy Spirit, to 
the forgiveness of sins to all those precious and im- 
mortal blessings which the blood of Christ purcha- 
sed.’”’ Companion for the Altar, ed. 1804. p. 186. 

“Wherever the Gospel is promulgated, the only 
mode through which we can be admitted into cove- 
nant with God, the only mode through which we can 
obtain a title to those blessings and privileges which 
Christ has purchased for his mystical body the Church, 
is the sacrament of baptism. Repeutance, faith and 
obedience, will not of themselves, be effectual to our 
salvation. We may sincerely repent of our sins, we 
may heartily believe the Gospel, we may walk in the 
paths of holy obedience, but until we enter into cove- 
nant with God by baptism, and ratifying our vows of 
allegiance and duty at the holy saciementof the Sup- 
per, commemorate the mysterious sacrifice of Christ, 
we cannot assert any claim to salvation. Ib. pp. 189, 
190. 

‘“‘ In order to be effectual, to be acknowledged by 
God and accompanied by his power, they, (the sacra- 
meuts) must be administered by those who have re- 
ceived a commission for the purpose from him” p. 
193. 

‘* None can possess authority to administer the sa- 
craments, but those who have reccived a commission 
from the Bishops of the Church.” p. 200. 

“Great is the guilt, and imminent the danger of 
those, who negligently or wilfully coatinue io a state 
of separation from the authorised ministry of the 
Charch, and participate of ordinances adiministercd 
by an irregular and invalid authority. Wilfully 
rending the peace and unity of the church by separa- 
ting from the ministrations of its authorised priest- 
hood, obstinately contemning the means which God 
has prescribed for their salvation, they are guilty of 
rebellion against their Almighty Law-giver and Judge, 


* And great must be the guilt of Bishop Hobart, if he 
sses the exclusive power to give this auihority, that 
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they expose themselves to the awful displeasure of 
that Almighty Jehovah, who will not suffer bis insti- 


tutions to be contemned or his authority violated with 
impunity.” p 203—4. 





THANKSGIVING DAY. 


Messrs. Editors,—\no the “ Address of the Anserican 
Home Missionary Society to the Christian Public” 
issued in the month of June last, you will find the fol- 
lowing recommendation. If it meets your own views 
of expediency, you will doubtless subserve the inter- 
ests of that important Society, and of our country, by 
giving ta place in your next paper. 


“ The Committee further recommend, that in those 
States where the usage preveile of the annual observ- 
ance of a day of public Thanksgiving, an annual col™ 
lection be taken up on that day in every congregation, 
to aid the measures of this Society. We are not 
aware that this day has been very generally appro- 
priated to collections for any other object, and we be- 
lieve, that when the churches and citizens of the sev- 
eral States shall be assembled for the public express- 
ion of théir gratitude to the Most High for national 
blessings, and remember that the greatest of these 
are the freedom and purity of our religious institu- 
tions, this suggestion will approve itself to every flock 
of God, as peculiarly appropriate to the occasion.” 


I have thought it suitable to remind your readers 
of the above suggestion, because the day is approach- 
ing. The churches and citizens of New-England will 
soon be invited to the work of public and united 
Praise and Thanksgiving for the blessings which have 
crowned anotier year. Jt will. be a day of the re- 
membrance of great and good things “ whereof we 
are glad.” Letitalso be a day of sympathy with the 
afflicted, and of mercy on the poor, and the God of 
Israel wiil bless the nation. Let it be remembered 
that large portions of the West and South are desti- 
tute of the religious privileges which reuder these 
New-England States the glory of all lauds, and that 
there are tens of thousands there, our kiudred accor- 
ding to the flesh, who have no public sanctuary iu 
which to worship the God of their fathers, and who 
seldom or never hear the voice of the living preacher 
of righteousness ; and then let our churches and citi- 
zens enquire at the altar of God what the Lord will 
have them to do. Let them be told that the Ameri- 
can Home Missionary Society, whose object is the 
supply of these perishing thousands with the bread of 
life, is embarrassed for the want of means; that its 
treasury is overdrawn, and that its cngagements ae 
several thousand dollars beyond its income; that it 
must have aid from the Christians of New-England, 
or cease to be the dispenser of those extensive uation- 
al blessings for which it has beew instituted. Then it 
cannot be doubted, that those who thank God for his 
goodness to them and their fathers, will take pleasure 
in contributing something to lay the foundations of 
many generations iv our wide western wilderness, 
rich in the promise of this world’s wealth, and which 
will be the inheritance of many of the children whom 
we now cradle iu our houses, and of their childrea.— 
Yes, fathers and mothers, they will emigrate to that 
fertile waste and live there when we are dead. By 
the hand of industry they will convert the wilderness 
into a fruitful field. But they will forget to take fire 
from the altar of their homes in the cast, and wil’ 
have no sanctuaries, aud co pastors to watch their 
souls, unless we, like the fathers and mothers of New- 
England, assist and encom age them to establish there 
those religious institutions, without which they aed 
their children will die for the lack of vision. Let us 





xe has not baptized every individual in the State of New- 
York. 


then set apart a portion for the poor, when we compe 
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together to praise God for that abundant blessing by 
whieh we bave been made rich and increased in goods. 

7 Any monies collected for the American Home 
Missio Society, may be forwarded to the Treasurer, 
PETER HAWES, Esq. No. 104, William-st. New-York 
—Or to WILLIS & RAND, Editors of the Recorder and 
Telegraph, No. 4, Congress-st. Boston, who are author- 
ized to’receive for the Society. 

A. Peters, Cor. Sec. 


Revivals. 


HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
REVIVAL AT MONTROSE. 
The American Home Missionary Societ»-be~- 
ecently spread befure she Unristian public, in the 
4 Extracts of Correspondence,” the prospects and 
wants of this institution. Those wants must be 
known ; they must be felt by those that “pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem,” before the great result at 
which the Society aims, can be attained. But the 
patrons of Home Missions do not labor without 
consolation, Two weeks since we had the pleasure 
of spreading before your readers the account of a 
great revival of religion under the preaching of 
our Missionaries at Milford, Pa. and now we are 
cheered by the pleasing intelligence of another re- 
vival at Montrose, Pa. under the ministry of the 
Rev. Burr Baldwin. In bis last communication 
Mr. Baldwin says,— 

“ Since my report in May last, it has pleased the 
great Head of the church to visit us with a gentle 
refreshing from his presence. 

* At the commencement of the year we appear- 
ed to be on the eve of a revival of religion. A 
general solemnity pervaded the minds of numbers, 
and three or four were found deeply impressed 
with a sense of their guilt. 

“These pleasing prospects were announced to 
the church, and Olwistiaus were exhorted to come 
up to the help of the Lord, Church prayer meet- 
ings every two weeks were instituted, but were not 
well attended. These favorable appearancees at 
length died away. But the prayer weetings were 
regularly observed by a few, and an increasing de- 
sire was manifested to witness an outpouring of 
the Spirit. Early in the spring there were not 
wanting indications that the Spirit bad begun to 
operate more than usual on the consciences of sin- 
ners; and during the latter part of May and the 
beginning of June, it was very apparent that the 
Lord was indeed in the midst of us. The most 
stupid were awakened to the concerns of the soul. 
The good work gt pve with Increasing power, 
ull about the first of September ; since which but 
few cases of conviction or conversion have occur 
red. About thirty have already become connec 


ted with the church, aud others are expected at” 


our next Communion. 

“The house of worship, 60 feet by 45, which 
was erected in this village a few months since, was 
dedicated to the worship of Almighty God in June 
Jast.” 

But the salvation of these souls is not the only 
subject of encouragement in this report, For in 
most cases, where there is a general sevival of re 
ligion, it so euriches the people that they are able 
to support the Gospel] without further aid from the 
Society. So far, the work of the Society is 

But while we derive consolation from this view 
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of the subject, we must be reminded that every re- 
vival of religion in the new parts of our country, 
makes a call for more missionaries in the surroun- 
ding country. The Society may not be called on 
again to assist the Church at Montrose ; but they 
are called upon, louder than ever, to send help to 
many destitute places in that region. Mr. Bald- 
win in a postscript to his report says,— ' 

“The state of things in Susquehannah county 
is very interesting. e stand in much need of la- 
borers in this vineyard. Can you not send usa 
Missionary to preach as an itinerant fora few 
mouths? I have already reported a number of 
important stations for nrissionaries, within the lim- 
us of the Susquehannah Presbytery ; and if they 
could be supplied at this time, much good might 
be accomplished.” 

We might add, that the sending of one Mis- 
sionary into a new settlement of the West, has {re- 
ay been the occasion of application for aid 

rom many places around him, which are almost 
able of themselves, to support the ministry of the 
Gospel. 

The time is at hand, when the friends of Home 
Missions will have an opportunity to present their 
thank-offering to this department of the treasury of 
the Lord.—N. Y. Obs. & Uhron. 


REVIVALS IN NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 


From the Christian Mirror we learn that a person 
who lately visited Epping in New-Hampshire, states 


There are very encouraging appearances in 
several towns in that region. In Durham twelve 
have obtained hope, and between twenty and thir- 
ty more are anxiotts, At Newmarket Factory 
Village is some attention. At Hampton Acade- 
iny a large number of the students are under deep 
eoncern. A meeting was held there last Tuesday 
afternoon, when the spirit appeared to come down 
“like a rushing mighty wind.” Rev. Henry Smith 
of Camden in New-York, who was present, told 
me he never saw any thing equal it except some 
remarkable things which have recently taken 
place iu Queida County, N. Y. : 


From the Christian Advocate. 
REVIVALS IN VIRGINIA. 


Petersburgh.—* Our congregation still contin- 
ves large and soleam. Many new faces have been 
aided during my absence. Mourners are still to 
be found in Zion-—they are at every sileeting. 
This is a great year for our church in the Virgiu- 
ia Conference. One hundred have recently been 
added to the church in Richmond. In Ports- 
wouth and Raleigh revivals have begun. On 
some Circuits two or three hundred are regenera- 
ted. The presiding elder of the James River Dis- 
trict, the first of whose-camp-meetings LI aitend- 
ed, informed me yesterday, that about one thou- 
sand souls have this smimmer prolessed religion— 
the fruits of eight or nine meetings of this kind. 


Lynchburg.—Dear Brethien—As some of our 
friends bere wish the Lynchburg revival publish- 
ed in the Advocate, I will briefly tell you what the 
Lord is doing for us in this place. It commenced 
about the Istof July, and still continues. At first 
it was chiefly coufined to the children, who ap- 
peared to be deeply concerned about the salvation 
of their souls. Many of these have found peace 
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with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
work did not stop here: it continued to spread 
and prosper. Parents and children, young and 
old, white and black, have been made the sub- 
jects of converting grace. While sinners have 
been awakened, and mourners converted, luke 
warm professors have become zealous, backslid- 
ers have been reclaimed, and the people of God 
have wept for joy! No wonder, for their children 
and friends, fur whose salvation they have long 
been praying, have now found the pearl of great 
wha One hundred-and ten new members have 
een added to our church here during this revival. 
1 am with great respect, 
Your brother in Christ, 
Lynchburgh, Oct. 20, 1826. 


Some farther account of the glorious work of the 
Lord in Virginia, will be found in ie follow 
ing extract of a letter from the Rev. Smith 
Mead, an old and successful labourer in the gos- 
pel vineyard, to the editor, dated Amhert Co. 
Oct. 23, 1826. 

* Dear brother, I sent you at Boston some ac- 
count of the revival in Amherst circuit, James’ 
River District. The revival took its rise on the 
3d of March last, at a class of which I am a mem- 
ber, and which met at the place of my residence. 

You will recollect that I expressed a hope that 
this might prove to be a year of jubilee to Amherst 
circuit, and that the revival might spread to 

Lynchnbrg. Glory be to God, he has heard our 

rayers, and sent usa great and general revival. 
he Rev. William A. Smith, our preacher in 
charge, informs me that he has received into the 

Methodist church, since, the 1st of April last, ris- 

ing of 200 members. At Lynchburg the work is 

glorious : more than 100 have been added to the 
church. O my dear brother, what a change! It 
may truly be said of this place, Lynchburg and 
the surrounding couptry—t The parched ground 
has become a pool, and the thirsty laud springs of 
water.’ I hear that great revivals have taken 
place at Richmond, Petersburg, and on various 
circuits.. Glory be to God for his wonderful works 
and dealings with the children of men. May this 
revival continue till America, yea, and the whole 
world shall fame with tie glory of God.—Amen.” 


REVIVAL AMON@ CHILDREN. 


Mr. Editor—I visited the town of B —k, the 
first week in August, and attended a mecting ina 
district school-house in the evening. When ad- 
dressing myselfto my hearers, I observed some 
little girls sitting before me weeping ; others also 
appeared much affected. [ soon closed my sub- 
ject. One brother improved a few moments in 
exhortation ; after which I inquired to hnow if 
there were any who desired religion, requesting 
all such to make it manifest by rising up. Six 
immediatcly arose. I then addressed them as my 
feelings led me. After meeting | was informed 
that one of the children who had arisen, the 
daughter of a widow, was under conviction, which 
originated from a very peculiar circumstance.— 
One night after retiring to rest, as usual she said 
her prayers and went to sleep. She awoke some- 
time after midvight and began to cry, which a- 
woke her mother, who asked the reason of her 
crying. She waived it at first, but still continued 
weeping and in great distress. Her mother nrade 
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further enquiry respecting her situation ; upon 
which she observed, that she must pray or sink 
down to eternal ruin. Her mother endeavoured 
to pacify her, butin vain. She asked her what 
she had dreamed or seen ; she answered ‘ nothing,’ 
and still said she must pray. Her mother told her 
she did pray before she went to bed, having said 
the Lord’s prayer, and that was a good prayer.— 
She was asked if she felt herself a sinner ; the an- 
swer was in the affirmative, and observed she was 
afraid of losing her sou). 

She afterwards fell asleep and rested till morn- 
ing. When she awoke, her mother pointed her to 
Jesus; but she found no relief. She afterwards 


went so prayer with ous of her little sisters. She 
was attending school, Anam tthe trermis-ier. she 


took some of the little children and went into the 
woods and prayed with and for them. Some of 
them became serious, and began to seek the Lord 
with her. The young lady who taught the school 
was pious, and eucomaged them to persevere in 
seeking the Lord. The next day after the meet- 
ing, ove or two of.them professed to have found 
peace. Soon after the others were brought to re- 
joice in pardoning love. 

What hath God wrought! Out of the mouth of 
babes and sucklings, thou, O Lord, hast perfectec 
praise. That scripture has been verified —“* They 
that seek me early shall fin! me.” O that the 
youth would seek the Lord before the evil days 
come upon them. A LOVER OF JESUS. 

Great Falls, N. H. Oct. 15, 1826. 

Zion’s Herald. 
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LETTER FROM MR. M’COY. 


Carey, (Mich. Ter.) 100 mtles N. W. of 
Fort Wayne, (Ind.) June 26, 1826. ; 

Dear Miss Ober,—An absence of more than 
four months from this establishment, is the cause 
of delay in answering your very acceptable letter 
dated February 13. That letter inclosed five dol- 
lars safely received, and a list of articles put into 
a box for this mission, The whole being the mu- 
nificence of the Juvenile Benevolent Society of 
Beverly, Mass. for the purpose of educating and 
clothing a female Lndian child at Carey, named 
Harriet Emma Ober, of which Society you are 
Secretary. 

We beg the Society to accept our unfeigned 
thanks for their attention to this mission, for their 
compassion for the poor dear Indian children of 
our charge, and for their very gewerous efforts to 
improve their condition. 

We have selected for your beneficiary a promi- 
sing little Putawatonie girl, about four years 
old. Her Indian name is Okeetcheeh. Her .4- 
ther is dead, her mottier lives in ocr neighborhood, 
and is worthiess. She has two brothers older than 
herself, residing in our family. 

At this place the missionaries and their children, 
and the indian children, all live together as one 
family. 

We are deeply affected and much pleased with 
the fact, that females mostly under the age of 12 
years, should begin thus early, these acts of kind- 
ness to poor Iridian girls, who are fess fortunate 
than yourselves. You have Christian parents to 
guide your feet inthe paths of virtue, a gospel 
ministry to attend, a bible to read; poor Okeet- 





cheeh had not. Among ler kindred she fouud no 
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Sabbath, no Sunday school, nor sermon. But 
now she finds a home and teachers m our house; 
now she finds friends who though a thousand 
miles off, do “heartily remember her still;” yes, 
she is no longer Okeetcheeh, but Harriet Emma 
Affectionately and thankfully yours, 
ISAAC M’COY. 





BURMAN MISSION. 


The sufferings of the Burman Missionaric. 
are very alfectingly detailed im their journak, a 
fect of which is published in the American Baptist 

agazine. They were chained, fastened to a 


pole, and allowed na feed bee what hein Micinls 
should provide. Opportunities for devotion were 


greatly obstructed by their being crowded in horrid | 


society, with murderers, robbers, and felons. “Their 
keepers were constantly watching them. ‘The life 
ofeach was more than once despaired of. Bur 
death seemed preferable to the critel tortures which 
were inflicted. Miserable servitude or a cruel 
death were all that conld be looked for Qn the 
fall of Rangoon, May 23, 1824, the popular fury 
aginst the English rose high. The fear of sudden 
assassination was constaut, On the 3th of Jane, 
an order was given to “keep safe all the foreign- 
ers.” Shortly after, Mr. Judson was suddenly 
seized, thrown on the ground, and his arms tied 
with all force by a barbavons native. Mrs. Jadson 
came forward in agony, aud offered money to have 
the rope eased off her husband ; but the wretch in- 
stead of listening to the entreaty, cried out, She is 
a foreigner; tie her too. After walking a quarter 
ofa mile, he was again thrown on the ground, the 
cords drawn more tightly, with blows on the back, 
and money demanded for loosening the cords. 
Monung Ing, a Christian native, went back for the 
money demanded; and during his absence, the 
barbarian persisted in tightening the cords, which 
produced most excruciating torture. Moung Ing 
finally presented ten ticals of pure silver, when Mr. 
Judson’s arms were somewhat relieved, and a more 
free respiration followed. He was then hurried 
forward two miles to the prison-house, and fetter- 
ed. Dr. Price was also brutaily forced into the 
saine prison with Mr. Judson, “in a da.k room, 
where were 60 or 70 wietched inmates. They 
were repeatedly assured, however, that money, o! 
an exhorbitant amount, would procure them some 
liberty. In this time, Mrs, Judson was free; but 
residing two miles distant. She, however, came 
almost every day to afford assistance, and to com- 
plain to the proper authorities of the cruclty of sub- 
ordinate officers. Her efforts and pleadings final- 
ly succeeded in placing Mr. Judson and Dr. Price, 
with five others, in a cousfoitable room by them. 
selves. The consolation, which in the review of 
all the tortures these Missionaries fee!, is thus ex- 
pressed in their own language,—* The nalion has 
progressed at least a century. in knowledge and 
civilization !°—T his is then reward on earth, and 
in heaven there awaits them the crown of glory. 
[Chrs, Watch. 





INDIAN CONVERTS. 
A writer in the Christian Advocate, speaking of 
the number of Indians belonging to the Methodist 


{No¥ 


October, in the extiact from the anneal minutes, 
just published, only 250 Indians mentioned as 
members of the church: these are attached to the 
Canada Conference. It may be gratifying to your 
readers, and to the friends of missions especially, 
to be informed of the number of Indians who are 
tmnembers of the church in the different missions 
among them. The following statement is taken 
from the minutes above referred to, and the last 
Report of the Missionary Society, viz. 
Mohawks and Missisaugahs, Canada Con- 


ference, 250 
W yandots, Ohio Conference, ’ 258 
Cherokees, Tennessee Conference, 285 
Creeks, Bouth-Carofina Couference, 16 





Total 807 


This u-unber, it is true, is small, compared with 
the tens of chousands that roam in our forests : 
but let it be considered as the first fruits collected 
from four or five tribes only ; while we are assured 
that vast fields are already white unto the harvest. 
Laborers, it is believed, may be fonnd to enter in 
and reap those fields, and biing the precious fruit 
into the garner of God’s house: but the means for 
their support is wanting. Now, will the great bo- 
dy of Methodists in this country, suffer this work 
to languish or be retarded for the want of that pe- 
cuniary aid which they are abundanily able to sup- 
ply? O that every one of them, who reads or 
hears this question may say, NO, and act accord- 


ingly. 





ON OVER STATEMENT. 


The word of God commends zeal, but it is a 
zeal according to knowledge. Good intentions, 
without judgment, is often productive of evil, as 
much so as perverseness itself, As many of our 
virtues, especially when eminent, border npon vi- 
ces ; courage, for instance, upon rashness ; perse- 
verance, "pon obstinacy ; generosity, upon profu- 
sion: so an excessive desire to do good, often dis- 
appoints itself. This is the case in over-state- 
ments. Preachers with a desire to produce ef- 
fect, often make statements, which they feel in 
their own hearts are not precisely true. They 
make broad and unqualified assertions, which, 
thongh they may be true in general, need modifi- 
cation. This practice is injurious, both to them- 
selves ane their hearers. It certainly prevents 
their making a self-application, as every preacher 
should do, of what they say. It lowers their, con- 
sciousness of reciitude, and diminishes their self- 
respect. Upon the hearers, so far as they discern 
it, (and they will discern it more or less) it cannot 
failto have a hardening effect. It is like stimu- 


'lants on the body; so ‘far as itacts, it binnts the 


perception, and destroys the effect of a sober and 
judicious statement upon the conscience and the 
heart. 

But this subject is perhaps more worthy of con- 


, sideration Ly the teachers of children—of Sab- 


bath Schools, than by preachers. The minds of 
children are susceptible ; impressions are deep ; 
they remain long in the mind; but if false, they 
are uliimately undeceived ; the bow flies back ; 
and if they have not well balanced minds, instead 
of believing every thing, they believe nothing— 
become infidels. This is the effect in extreme 





connexion, says: 


I was sorry to see in your paper of the 14th of | cases, as is seen in the Romana Catholic church. 
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It is remarked that men who have shaken off the 
superstitions of that religion, become the most in- 
corrigible of all infidels. Their credulity having 
been once imposed upon, they distrust every 
thing ; and hence it is said, that there are in that 
church more infidels at heart than in all the world 
beside. This effect is in part produced, whenev- 
er, for the sake of kecping children in order, or 
for any other cause, small offences are represent - 
ed as great enormities. The credulity of chil- 
dren is an amiable propensity, and should never 
he abused. Abuse it, as you may easily do to al 

most any extent, and superstition, enthusiasm or 
infidelity, are the certain cansequences, Truth 
needs not the aid of artifice for its enforcement; 
and no mind that conceives strongly the beauty 
aud force of trath, will ever make use of it—It is 
a mark of a weak intellect. Plain Truth, unex- 
aggerated truth, is what children want. If God 
has adapted their minds to any thing, it is to the 
needful apprehension of that state of things in 
which they are placed, and such an apprehension 
is truth. All truth, especially religious truth, is 
Gon’s truth ; it is a representation of what is, has 
been, or shall be, in his creatioa. Considered 
with reference to conduct, it is the motive which 
his government holds out to pursue what is right, 
and avoid what is wrong. Who then will say that 
these motives, when set in their proper light, are 
not sufficient ? Who will presume to exaggerate 
them, or to add those avhich are artificial and pre- 
tended ? {f the trut: of God will not have a salu- 
tary effect, men may rest assured that nothjng 
which they can substitute in its place ever will. 

S. S. Visitant.] H. 





REFORMATION, 


Mr. Editor,—If you believe the following facts 
will have a tendency to reform one drunkard, or 
be instrumental in preserving one young man from 
the sin of intemperance, you are at liberty to pub- 


lish them. Q. Q. 


In 1822, 
My health was nearly de- 
stroyed, 
My property was wasted. 


My parents were dishopor'd. 

My relatives met me with 
tears. - 

I was discarded by my 
friends. 

I was indebi,— perplexed— 
tormented--a curse to my- 
self, and a curse to the 
community. 

Iwas deaf to the calls of 
charity, a useless member 
of the tamily of man. 


I wasa Drunkard. 





In 1826, 
My health is good. 


[ am accumulating property 
daily. 

My parents rejoice. 

My relatives greet me with 
siniles 

My friends are restored and 
ioe respected in society. 

I am free from debt and my 
perplexities have all van- 
ished. 


The biessing of the poor has 
fallen-upon me for an oc- 
casional pittance which I 
have not needed. 

[am a Temperate man, 





uery.—How can christian parents conscien- 
tiously place their sons in stores, taverns, boarding 
houses, or other places w here ardent spirits are re- 
tailed or daily used? Cannot many young men 
witness, with tears of remorse, that these are the 
laces where those nabits were contracted, which 


‘have brought them to the gates of ruin ?—Ree. & 


Teil. ye 
RETIREMENT. 
It isto be deeply lamented among other things, 


that professors are so little alone, in these days, 
and not only do not practice, but speak against, 
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frequent retirements from the world, which have 
been the usage and desire of good and wise men 
atall times. A man may as justly be expected to 
advance in learning, without silent reflection on 
the subjects of knowledge, as a christian can be 
supposed to proceed in the divine life or spiritual 
science, without frequent prayer and meditation, 
There is no studying in a crowd ; nor yet learning 
the things of God in the constant bustle and con- 
fusion of earthly affairs. The real christians, who 
are providentially caled into these matters, find to 
their cost so. much inquietude and distraction of 
spirit, as should deter others from ventming inte 
them uncalled. A calamness of mind can scarce 
be-expocted in the midst.of worldly storms: And 
therefore a Christian who viliies fis own peace, 
will endeavour to shun them, even though some, 
whom the apostle calls busy bodies, (workers about 
and about, and yet about nothing,) may think it 
monkish and gloomy for a man to enjoy highly 
his God and his Bible, and be satisfied in these, 
without running afier the follies and fopperies of 
mankind. But if it be right to pray, that we may 
not be led into temptation, surely it can never be 
right, that we ourselves should freely run into it. 


TS 
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Dirp,—1In this city, Mr. Uriah Tuttle, aged 66; a 
child of Mr. Thomas Barnes; Catharine Ano, daugh- 
ter of Mr. Willam Coolidge, aged 10 months ; Joseph, 
son of the late Mr. Joel Mason, aged 7 years ; Susan, 
youngest child of S. J. Hitcheock, Esq. 

On the Sth inst. Mrs. Polly Oaks, aged 33, wife of 
Mr. Henry Oaks. 

On board the brig De Witt Clinton, on her passage 
to Suwatra, on the 28th January last, of an inflamma- 
tory fever, (five days out from New-York,) Mr. Geo. 
A. Ward, Supercargo, son of Mr. Samuel Ward, of 
this city, aged 20. Also, on board the same vessel, 
Mr. Jonah Atwater, son of the late Mr. Holbrook At- 
water, of this city. 

At Wallingford, on the 4th inst. Miss Cornelia Bee- 
bee aged 32, daughter of Widow Mary Beebee, whose 
husband, as an ordained pastor, preached the gospel 
in Woodbridge, Conn., while his health was continu- 
ed. In the early part of her life, the deceased gave 
evidence of piety ; and subsequent stages were mark- 
ed with peculiar engagedness, in promoting the cause 
of the Redeemer. To adorn ber profession, in every 
possible way was the height of her ambition. The 
church deeply lament her death, and feel the loss of 
one of their brightest ornaments. In her sickness, 
she had all the composure which could be anticipated ; 
and having the impression that it was the will of God 
soon to remove her, she had no desire to continue any 
longer. In reviewing her life, the relatives have 
much consolation, though mingled with sorrow at the 
idea of departed worth 

At Washington, Conn. on the 29th of October, Dan- 
iel N. Brinsmade, Eaq. aged 75. tle was the oldest 
son of the Rev. Daniel Brinsmade, a former pastor of 
the Church and congregation in Washington, and was 
graduated at Yale College, 1772. His moral charac. 
tes was uniformly fair to the eyes of man, through ali 
the stages of life—tHe listened to gospel report, ac- 
knowledged himself an undeserving sinver, and pro- 
fessed a hope in Christ as lis divine Saviour—he had 
for many years been united to the visible church ot 
Christ, was uniformly firm in his adherence to the 
evangelical system of doctrine—was @ coustant atten- 
dant on the worship and ordinances of God, and on the 
second Sabbath after be had worshipped in the as- 
sembly of his people, in his earthly temple, his spirit 
ascended to join, it is hoped, the spirits of jast men 
made perfect. ---Jourmd?. 
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From the Christian Mirror. 
THE FALL OF THE LEAF. 





Sex the leaves around us falling, 
Dry and wither’d to the ground ; 

Thus to thoughtless mortals calling, 
In a sad and solemn sound : 


** Sons of Adam, (once in Eden 
When, like us he blighted fell,) 


Hear the lectures we are reading. 
'Tie alas! cue truth we tell. 


“Virgins, much, too much presuming 
On your boasted white and red, 

View us, late in beauty blooming, 
Numbered now among the dead. 


“ Youths, though yet no losses grieve you, 
Gay in health and many a grace; 

Let not cloudiess skies deceive you; 
Suinmer gives to autumn place. 


“ Yearly in our course returning, 
Messengers of shortest stay ; 

Thus we preach, this truth affirming, 
Heav’n and earth shall pass away. 


“On the Tree of life eternal, 
Man, let ali thy hopes be staid, 
That alone, forever vernal, 
Bears a leaf that shall not fade.” 
maps Se ee 
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SECRET PRAYER. 


The following extract from the diary in the’ life of 
Topiady, has been so often verified in my OWil expe- 
rience, that | send it to you, in hopes others may be 
induced by it to give their first thoughts and affections 
to God, when they rise in the moruing, aud not hast- 
ily ieave this most important of all duties, for any 
worldly cares :— 

“‘ Before | came out of my chamber to-day, I was 
too hasty and shortin private prayer. My conscience 
told me so at the time ; and yet such was my ingrati- 
tude and my folly, that I, nevertheless, restrained 
prayer before God. In the course of the day, J had 
great teasou to repent of my first sin, by being per- 
mitted to fall into another. It is just, O Lord, that 
thou shouldest-withdraw thy presence from one who 
waited so carelessly on thee. May | never more, on 
any pretext whatever, rob thee, or deprive sy own 
soul of thy worship; but make all things give place 
to communion with thee’’—.V. H. Rep. 





Thomas Hopoo.—The following anecdote (says the 
Connecticut Observer) is related of Thomas Hopoo, 
the friend and companion of Obookiah, who is now 
faithfully and successfully laboring, in connection 
with Americay Missionaries, for the salvation of his 

p. When at the Foreign Mission School, 
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visit in the neighborhood, expressed a wish to see 
Thomas, and to converse with him on religious sub- 
jects. Thomas was sent for, and the gentleman was 
mach gratified with his ready and judicious replies to 
many questions which were proposed to him on the 
Scriptures. At length his friend, to test his under- 
standing still further, proposed the following question, 
which perhaps may, not improperly, be considered 
the Gordian knot in Divinity,—‘‘ How could our first 
parents, who were perfectly holy, yield to the tempt. 
ation of Satan, and disobey the command of God?” 
After a short pause,—‘“‘ Ah,” said Thomas, “ I believe 
we have got beyond the Bible, now.” 


— 


A SHORT SERMON. 
When I awake, I am still with Thee —Ps. cxxxix. 18. 





As soon as we awake, our hearts should be in heav- 
en. We should leave our hearts with God, over 
night, that we may find them with God in the morn- 
ing. We owe God the first fruits of our reason; be- 
fore we think of other things: for every day is but the 
lesser circle of our lives. We should begin with God, 
before earthly things encroach upon us, and season 
our hearts with the thoughts of His holy presence.— 
That is the means to make the fear of God abide up- 
on as all the day after. And thus to exercise our 
reason again upon Him, is some recompense for those 
hours spent in sleep, wherein we showed no act of 
thankfulness to him.—Manion. 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 


An association of families nas been recently formed 
in East Windham, New-York, with a view to aid the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Miss- 
ions, embracing all the children, as well as parents, 
of each household. The adults agree to pay into the 
treasury, yearly, twelve and a half cents. For each 
of their children, down to the smallest, the parents 
agree to pay one half of that sum. If this example 
should be generally followed, a mighty amount would 
be realized to hasten forward that system of holy en- 
terprize which grasps at nothing short of the conver- 
sion of the world. This little association have, this 
day, ferwareded for the above named object, $14 30. 
4 Friend of Missions. 





ORDINATION. 
The Rev. B. B. Smitn was ordained, at Harwinton, 
to the work of the ministry as an Evangelist, on the 
l7th of October, by the South Association in Liteh- 
field County. Rev. Mr. Shipman, of Southbury, 


made the lotroductory Prayer; Sermon by Rev. Mr. 
Yale, of New-Hartford; Consecrating Prayer by Rev. 
Mr. Hart, of Plymouth ; Charge by Rev. Mr. Will- 
iams, of Bethlem; Right Hand of Fellowship by 
Rey. Mr. Boardman, of New-Preston. . The day was 





fine, and the appropriate exercises interesting. 
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